
Dear Fox Chapel Area Family, 
 
In just a few days, we will be welcoming back our students for the start of the 2020-2021 school 
year. While this year will begin in a way that none of us are used to, I’m looking forward to 
learning resuming once again, and I know our administrators, faculty, and staff are looking 
forward to the first day of school like always and will be prepared to work with our students. 
 
That being said, I have a few reminders and some new information to share with you. 
 

● On Monday, August 17, updated guidance was released by the Pennsylvania 
Department of Health stating that students and staff must wear face coverings at all 
times to help mitigate the spread of COVID-19. There are three exceptions to the new 
guidance: when students are eating or drinking when spaced at least 6 feet apart; when 
wearing a face covering creates an unsafe condition for students in which to operate 
equipment or execute a task; and/or when students are at least 6 feet apart during 
“face-covering breaks” to last no longer than 10 minutes. Please note that face coverings 
worn by students and staff members must not have valves. 
 
According to the Pennsylvania Department of Education website, “Children two years 
and older are required to wear a face covering unless they have a medical or mental 
health condition or disability, documented in accordance with Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act or IDEA, that precludes the wearing of a face covering in school. 
Accommodations for such students should be made in partnership with the student’s 
health care provider, school nurse, and IEP/504 team.” 
 

● Starting on the first day of school, the Fox Chapel Area School District will employ a 
required daily COVID-19 health screening for all of our students and will continue to 
require health screenings for staff. This screening, which will ask parents and guardians 
if their child/children are exhibiting the common symptoms of COVID-19, will be done 
through Ruvna, the district’s crisis communication tool. Parents and guardians are asked 
to familiarize themselves with the reporting protocol. An overview of the process can be 
found here, and a detailed parent guide is available here. 
 

● Technology distribution will be held as follows: 
— Elementary: Students enrolled in the fully online learning model will receive their 
devices and instructional materials on Saturday, August 22, at their elementary school. 
To ensure that we are able to maintain social distancing at the pickup, parents were sent 
a SignUpGenius link and asked to select a pick up time. If you haven't selected a time 
yet, please complete this form, and you will be sent a SignUpGenius Link within 24 
hours. Those fully online students who cannot pick up their materials are asked to 
contact their building principal and make alternate arrangements. Students enrolled in 
the hybrid learning model will receive their devices on the first day of school for their 
cohort.  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1t7Ccxhc6rlfa3FS9p82ay0gsmJuk-KYD/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13ErH5Y5b76nfiJ7-OSXfbgrgZ99kZQwQ/view?usp=sharing
https://forms.gle/xk9nn2QiE43xuHuh6


 
— DMS: A materials distribution for all Option 2 (FCA Virtual: Blended Learning) 
students will be held from 8 a.m.-noon Saturday, August 22, at DMS. No sign-up is 
needed. Newly enrolled seventh- and eighth-grade students in either Option 1 (hybrid) or 
Option 2 should also pick up their devices at this time. Students who attended DMS last 
year should already have their device and only need to attend the materials distribution if 
they are an Option 2 student and in need of teacher-prepared materials. Grade 6 
students in Option 1 will receive their iPad the first day that they are in the building. 
— FCAHS: The high school will be operating on a bring-your-own-device model. 
Devices, however, will be distributed to students who indicated that they need one.  
- Hybrid students in the A-L group will receive their devices on Monday during first 
period. 
- Fully online students (A-L group and M-Z group) and hybrid students in the M-Z group 
may pick up their devices from 12 p.m.-7 p.m. Sunday, August 23, at the high school LGI 
entrance. If students in the M-Z group do not pick up their device on Sunday, first-period 
teachers will distribute them on Tuesday. 
- Students who need a Mac and necessary software for certain courses will receive them 
on Thursday, August 27, and Friday, August 28. 

 
● An updated COVID-19 “decision tree” is now available on the district’s COVID-19 page 

at www.fcasd.edu/coronavirus. The purpose of this decision tree is to assist school 
officials in determining the proper procedure by which to address cases of exposure to 
and infection of COVID-19 in students and staff members. The information was vetted by 
the Allegheny County Department of Health. 
 

● Also new on the district’s COVID-19 page are updated health and safety information; an 
FAQ page about how our music and physical education curricula, as well as after-school 
activities, will be altered because of COVID-19 precautions; and a “quick guide” to the 
beginning of the 2020-2021 school year. We hope this guide will be a helpful reference 
tool for parents and guardians. 
 

Again, I want to take the opportunity to thank you for your patience and cooperation as we 
prepare for the return to school. As the circumstances surrounding COVID-19 continue to 
change, please know that we will continue to monitor all guidance and recommendations from 
organizations, including the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the 
Pennsylvania Department of Education, the Pennsylvania Department of Health, and the 
Allegheny County Health Department, to prepare for a safe start to the beginning of the 
2020-2021 school year. I wish health, happiness, and success for all our students and families 
as we begin this journey together! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mary Catherine Reljac, Ed.D. 

http://www.fcasd.edu/coronavirus


Superintendent 


